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Junior League of Baltimore Applauds Leadership and Service

Baltimore, MD—The Junior League of Baltimore’s Annual Dinner on May 9, 2006 honored several women who have shown outstanding leadership and voluntarism in the past year.


The Mary Goodwillie Award is named to honor the founder of the Junior League of Baltimore (JLB). It is given each year at Annual Dinner to an active member who throughout her membership has performed exceptional service to the JLB and is awarded only once to a member.  This year the award was given to Debbie Glynn.  Ms. Glynn, a resident of Chevy Chase is a full-time Account Executive at WBAL-TV.  She has been an active member of the JLB since 1993 and in her League tenure has served in numerous leadership positions, chairing fundraising events, marketing committees, and on the JLB Board of Directors.  In the past year, this member led the Live Auction set-up and coordination for the JLB’s fundraiser, Celebrate Style!, which netted $11,000 for the programs and initiatives of the Junior League of Baltimore. 
The Junior League of Annapolis presented the Annapolis Bowl Award to the JLB which honors the close relationship between the two Maryland Leagues and is given each year at Annual Dinner to a JLB member who has demonstrated an exceptional commitment to community service in the Baltimore community beyond her League involvement.  This Annapolis Bowl is awarded only once to a member.  This year, the recipient was Jennifer Schwartz.  Ms. Schwartz, a Fells Point resident, has been an active JLB member for 11 years, serving in numerous leadership positions, including the Board of Directors.  Beyond her volunteer commitment to the League and her full-time position as the Finance and Technology Manager of The Family Tree.  She has always been busy in the community, volunteering for the Fells Point Preservation Society, the Baltimore Symphony Associates, and the Baltimore Chamber Orchestra.  More recently, she has served three years on the Board of Directors of the Hampden Family Center.  Jennifer’s newest volunteer commitment is on the Board of the Baltimore Animal Rescue & Care Shelter. This past fall she volunteered for their BARCSTOBERFEST, a special day of pet and family activities held to bring awareness to this new non-profit that was previously a city agency.  Ms. Schwartz truly exemplifies the power and spirit of voluntarism.

The Sustainer Spirit Award is also given annually to a member of the League, who by her actions and involvement over the past year, best embodies the spirit of giving which is the basis of the League’s mission.  This year, the award was presented to Maria Johnson, who became a League member in 1992, has served in numerous leadership positions for the League, including serving as the President 2001-2002 and remains actively involved in the organization, currently serving as co-chair of the JLB’s Building Opportunities Campaign, the first ever capital campaign in the JLB’s history which will allow the JLB to renovate and build an addition to our Wise Penny Thrift shop to house our administrative offices, member headquarters, and community programs.  Ms. Johnson is a Towson resident and is the Senior Development Director at GEDCO.

Other awards given included:

The President’s Award, chosen each year by the outgoing President to recognize the member(s) who have demonstrated extraordinary support in the current year to the JLB President.  This award was given to Maria Johnson and Carol Goodman, both Past Presidents of the JLB and also current co-chairs of the JLB Building Opportunities Committee.  

AJLI Volunteer Service Awards, which recognize the hours volunteered through Junior League programs and initiatives.  Maria Johnson and Carol Goodman were recognized for their individual contributions of over 4,000 volunteer hours to the League over their lifetimes.

New Member awards were given to members who have joined the Junior League of Baltimore in the past year.  Ashley Cotter was awarded the New Member of the Year award for demonstrating a strong commitment the League and outstanding initiative.  

For more than 94 years, the Junior League of Baltimore, Inc. has promoted voluntarism, developed the potential of women, and improved the community through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  With a mission-driven emphasis to train women to serve as community leaders, last year alone, Junior League members volunteered over 39,000 hours of community service.   Junior League programs and projects gave members the opportunity to provide direct mentoring to women at risk, increase the self-esteem and literacy of elementary and middle school children, offer the gift of song to the elderly and disabled, and organize special projects that fill community needs.  For more information about the Junior League of Baltimore, please visit http://www.jlbalt.org.  
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