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Junior League of Baltimore’s Maria Johnson Named Unsung Hero at National Philanthropy Day

Baltimore, MD—Ms. Maria Johnson was one of 27 Unsung Heroes recognized on National Philanthropy Day at a luncheon that took place on November 8, 2005 by the Maryland Association of Fundraising Professionals.  National Philanthropy Day is a special day set aside to recognize outstanding contributions of philanthropy and those people active in the philanthropic community.

Ms. Johnson received this award for her work with the Junior League of Baltimore, Inc.  Ms. Johnson has been a dedicated Junior League of Baltimore member for 15 years, offering her enthusiasm and expertise to a variety of leadership roles, including Committee Chair positions, Board posts, and even serving as the membership’s President from 2001-2002.  When the League embarked upon a capital project this year that would entail building a new home for the League, Maria offered her development expertise as an in-kind service, leading the fundraising portion of this campaign The Junior League of Baltimore has never had a capital campaign in its history and yet, Ms. Johnson demonstrated great success securing individual pledges in just over 3 months.  She is truly making this growth and expansion possible for the Junior League of Baltimore and we extend our heartfelt thanks and recognition. 

For 93 years, The Junior League of Baltimore, Inc. has promoted voluntarism, developed the potential of women, and improved the community through the effective action and leadership of trained volunteers.  With a mission-driven emphasis to train women to serve as community leaders, last year League members volunteered over 39,155 hours of community service.  The Junior League programs and projects gave members the opportunity to provide direct mentoring to women at risk, increase the self-esteem and literacy of elementary and middle school children, offer the gift of song to the elderly and disabled, and organize special projects that fill community needs.

For more information, contact:  Shelly Terranova at 410-435-5521 or visit www.jlbalt.org 
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